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When the engineers employed last
summer to re-survey the Sumpter-
Bourpe railway submitted to the
Killen, Warner, Stewart compuny sb
estimate of probable cost, placiog the
figure at a qunarter of a million dol-
lars, Mr. Killen, somewhat surprived
at the magnitude of the undertaking,
inquired:

‘““Isn't it possible some way to cut
down that estimate?'’

“QOertaluly, oir," answered the
obief sogiveer, ‘‘l can ocut it down to
apy figure you desire; but this s
the only estimate |
oume to,'’

Mr. Killen explained that the
euglineer bad misunderstood him; he
slwply desired to know if the pro-
jooted road oouldo't poselbly be
constreoted cheaper.

‘“No alr,'' waid the englueer

That estimate, in detall, Is now en
route frvm Chicage to SBumpter, Mr.
Killeu baving wired lor it last week.
It is expented tu arrive tumorrow or
Friday. The ocommittee, Mesers.
Jobos, Gleasop and Fuller, appolinted
by » oltizens meeting Sunday night,
will go over tae figures contalned in
the estimate, verify their aoccuracy,
and will thea eolicit subsoriptions
locally to $20,000 worth of bonds,
as per the terma of the Killen, War-
ner, Stewart company's offer, as out-
lined in yesterduy's Miner,

Cato J. Jobpse, cbuirman of the
committee, in cooversation with a
Miper reporter last eveniug, said
that persoually he belleved the esti-
mate fairly conservative. He poluted
out that wben the original survey for
a rallway from BSompter to the
Cracker Creek distriot was broached,
the proposed upper terminal was at
Havover, five miles up the guloh,
This route was purely a water grade,
and apn estimate of its probable cost
was placed in one iopstance as low
as 965,000,

When, last summer, the K, W, 8.
company took up the proposition of
vonnecting Sumpter with the upper
camps by a rail line, they enlarged
the origuial enterprise to Ipciude

Bourne as the upper terminal, with a
switobhback leading directly to the E.
& E. wine, thence over the bill to
the basin between the Columbia and
Goloconda mines,

with swituhback

will sigo my

spurs Lo both of these properties, the
North Pole mill to be on the maln
line trom Hanover to Bourne. The
uvbject was to build direet to the ore
bius of the big mines meutioned and
aleo to attain such av elevation as to
perwmit of a future extension on into
the Silver Cireek sud Cable Cove dle-
triots. I'hose familiar with the
Cracker Creek and Silver Creek water
courses realize, no doubt, that a
rallway direct from Hunover up Sil-
ver Creek to Cable Cove is impos-
sible, owing to the trewendous differ-
ence jn elevution between the two
poluts named aud the short distanne
lutervening.

The changed line, making Bourne
the virtual terminal, with spurs as
aforesaid, uecessitated a re-survey of
the original line above the Hallwuy
house, requiring m heavier gradient
and a consequent projeotion of the
grade high above Powder, paming
Haltwuy on the right side of the
canyon at a cousiderable elevation
above that polut, landing io Bourne
by an easy gradient, but along a
dizzy grade along the wountuin
side. A continustjon of the line, by
awitohback to the E. & E., thence to
the Columbia basin, gaivs w otill
greater elevation, so that when the
| time comews for an extension to Cable
{ Cove, the grade, startiuvg from a high
aititude, swinge over Into Silver
Creek, tollcwing approximately the
route of the preseut Goloonds wood
road, theonce up the csvyon by
| enay stagos.

i The origloally projected live, with

Hanover as the upper termival, esti-
| mated to cost 65,000, wasto bave
been five miles loug. The newer pro
jeot ie to be elevon miles long. The
origivel line followed Powder river,
& patural water grade, with no truss
bridges and very few trestles. The
865,000 estimate was for secoud-
band ratls of light welght and second-
band rolliug stock of the sort used
by the Sumpter Valley road. pur:
obused from diecarded Uulon Pacifio
equipment. Buoh wn estimate—
8#65,000 for construotion and equip-
meut—was very conservative.

Ibe pew line, wetimated to ocost
vearly four times as muoch a+ the
jold one, is, wvy sloressid, uo longer
& wuler grade roule after passiug
Halfwuy, at which poiot it begiue
Ito bug the rooky mountaiu side
apd climb toward the altitudivous
terwival ot Bourve, Deep rock
jouts, bigh eartben embankments,
|dizzy trestles, eto., are svmé of the
engiveering difBoulties eucountered
by the new line. The increased cost
of construsting such a grade over the
cost of cunstructing a roadbed aslong
the flat Lottom of the Powder river
capyon, aund the mure than double

leught ot the grade, accounts for the
large difference betweeu the two
estimates.

Mipe operstors in Orsker Creek
distriot, neve: looked kindly upon
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that if they were compelled to haul
ore from their mines to Hanover, an
extra huul of five miles down the easy
river rond to Sumpter would cut but
little figure. The new roed, how-
ever, rouniog mes it will, to the chutea
of their ore hins, appeals to them a
possessing numerons attractions,

The existing price of freighting ore
from Craocker Creek to Sumpter ap-
proximates #2.560 per ton. Supplien
bauled v cost an equal eum., The
promoters of the Sumpter-Bourne
rallway obligate themselves to estab-
lish a frelgt rate higher In ro in-
stanve than @1 per ton. The road
will therefore save, on every ton of
ore shipped out, and every ton of
supplies shipped 1n, the appreciable
sum of one dollar and a half. It e
this phase of the matter which ap-
peals to Oracker Creek mine owners

The K. & E. ships an average of
ten tons par day of ore and oonocen-
trates to the Sumpter smelter. Under
existing conditions, this oosts the
Bourne Gold Miving company 920
per day, 8750 per mounth, or 80000
per year With a rallway, the figures
would be w10 per dey, $300 per
month, or #3600 per year, effecl-
fog a saving of 8106 per day, 84060 per
month, or 86400 per year. Other
Cracker Creek mines are not such
bheavy shippers as the E. & E., but
their saving would be in equal ratio.

It s, of course, true that this
tremendous saving 10 freight charges
would v » large measure be wsub-
iracted from local c¢lroulation
soores of teamsters operating between
Sumptr aod Oraoger CUreek would
be deprived of wn ocoupation. Hut
thi« evil would be mere thun
ocounter-balanced by the faut that
the raliway would vause the devel-
opment of Innumerabla small new
shipppiog mines, an Inoressed out-
put from the larger oves, and the
oconsequent employment of more
men, which would mean a lurger
puyroll, the purchass of wore er-
chandise from Bumpter stores, and,
therefore, wmore money 0 looal
olroulation.

It is the alm of the rallroad
committee to secure the larger
part of subscriptions to the 920,
000 worth of bouds from the mine
operators on the mother lode. If the
bullding of the railway will resuit
in & saving tu the E. & E. of 86400
per year, that company could easlly
afford to dooate 856000 toward the
enterprise. In this case, however,
it i# pot s donstion, The bounds
draw six per ocent, sud are redeem-
able after five years, with guaranteed
payment within tweunly years. It e
copceeded that within two years al
most the bouds will be at par, aud st
all times they will be negotisble sot
curities, Aws a glit-edged Industria
lovestinent these securities are pos-
sessed of attractions.

Leoally, of course, merchants and
basivess men will reap an inestiwable

the original projest They caloulated benefit from the voustruction of such

A rallway. These benefite are of too
obvious n nature to nesd comment,
Upon receipt of the sngineer's de-
tailed eitimate the ocommittee will
beglo its ecampaign for subsoriptions.

Robert K. Strahoruo's offér to sub-
scribe for #1000 worth of boude in
the Sumpter-Bourne rallwuy enter-
prise caused a loenl mining man to
eny last eveniuy:

““This wan Strehorn ls, In my
humble estimation, possessed of
pretty nearly every one of those ohar-
ncteristios whioh make n good eitl-
zen. Without blare of trampets, with
no oalolum lights and with no press
agent, he has quietly done as muoh
to bulld up the oity of Bumpter ae
any man on earth. He has provided
this town with a modern and up-to-
date water works and eleotrio light
system, and i» alwaye in the frout
rabk of progressive, public-spirited
oltizens. He subicribed 8100 to help
the SBumpter Ure Exbhibit assoclation
and now comes forward with a 91000
suscription to the rallway project. 1f
all this doesnt’ spell good goods, |
dua't know what dosa.'’

“I'Il just ralee R. E. Straborn
8260,"" suid Beymour H, Hell to »
Miner representative today, In speak-
ing of Mr. Straborn's publio spirited
liberality In offering to subsoribe for
$1.000 of the Bumpter-Bourne raill-
rond bonds. ‘'l want to see that
road bullt myself,'’ he oontinued,
‘““and am prepared to take and pay
for 81260 of ite bends. It ls what
Sumpter needs to save Itsslt from

dry rot snd It behooves us all to
get in and dreill.™
A miviog man, In speaking to

the writer regarding +this proposi-
tion & few daye since, sald that
although faots given in 'these col-
umne some days sinoce regarding
the money whioh the shipplog mines
will save on trapsportation oharges
Is a very convivnelug argument to
induoe the mines to subsoribe for
stock; & very muovh stronger one
could be formulated if correoct siatis-
tive ae tu the amount of money spent
for timbers, and especially lagglog,
could be secured snd the vast sums
saved by shipping ln timbere and slab
wood, with ressouable freight rates
prevalling. Blav wood |« all right for
laging and osn be bought here in
Bumpter tor a small fraction of what
it vosts to get it out in the hills.

This would be « great beneflt to
the smaller wines, those that are
Jbelog developed and have no sawmill,
us well as the more extensively
operated minew.

Bulld that road, and bulld it 1906,

Urand spring willineey opening
st Hotel Bumpter on April 3 and 4,
by Mre. E. L. Bullivan, of Baker
City, who will dispiny the latest
modes o feminine sdornment.




